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A Passion for Bluebirds in Pine County,
ASKOV – At 90, Al Jensen may be
the oldest active Lifetime Member
of the Bluebird Recovery Program
of Minnesota. For 45 years, he built
and continues to monitor bluebird
houses. He’s quietly made a difference dedicating a lot of time and
effort to help resurrect once failing
bluebird populations in northern
Pine County and well beyond.
Building bluebird houses is a good
project for woodworkers with a conservation ethic, but most wouldn’t
tackle constructing as many
houses as Al has. He constructed
over 500 houses and distributed
them from Pine County to southern
Minnesota and northern Iowa, most
of them before retiring from Continental Grain in 1992. For houses
he monitored, he estimates well
over 1,000 bluebirds fledged with
another 3,000 tree swallows, and
tens of dozens of chickadees
fledged from paired houses.
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“For me, I found it very rewarding
to help bring back bluebirds over
the years. I saw how they immediately responded by nesting in the
houses that I built. I told friends
Al with his granddaughter
and family about how it was workMarissa Jensen, 2019
ing. They wanted houses, so I’d
many posted along I35 from Forest
give some, often times posting
Lake to Pine City during his Friday
them myself,” said Al.
weekend work commute from
He gave most houses away for free Shakopee. He also sold some at
to bluebird enthusiasts. He built
cost for $11, including a steel post
and monitored houses at Askov
and aluminum sleeve to deter
City and Railroad Parks, and at
climbing predators. He cut the
Banning State Park. He monitored

by Doug Jensen

sleeves from discarded used aluminum print sheets from the Askov
American Newspaper.
Al’s passion for bluebirds began in
1940 when he started checking
farmers’ cedar fence posts for
nests. Flash forward to 1970 when
he, with his family, moved back to
Askov, when he learned the
beloved bluebirds had seriously
declined. Like elsewhere, those old
cedar fence posts had rotted away,
replaced with steel posts and
forests that had not matured
enough to form knotholes to accommodate bluebird nests.
Al went to work constructing his
own style of bluebird houses. Then,
in 1975, he recalls attending a
meeting of early bluebird leaders at
a church in Minneapolis, where he
met Dick and Vi Peterson, Steve
Gilbertson, Dorene Scriven and
others. He learned of the new improved house design and started
building Peterson bluebird houses.
On weekends over many years, Al
could could be seen cutting plywood in the dead of winter in
preparation for spring “posting.” Inside his metal storage shed, a
small workbench was stacked with
accumulating cut pieces ready for
construction. One of his favorite
memories is one day when he had
an unexpected visitor. One bright
winter day, my dad was cutting
wood armed with his circular saw. I
Continued on page 2
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A Passion for Bluebirds in Pine County,
saw a large dark colored animal
bounding across the field through
very deep snow directly toward Al.
I quickly alerted my dad, who shut
off the saw and looked up. It was
a large timber wolf! As quick as
this happened, the timber wolf
now 50 yards away, bounded in
another direction. Did the whine of
saw cutting plywood attract the
wolf? We will never know.
Al used to attend many of the annual meetings before he and his
wife, Ardis, turned into Winter Texans. Every year since inception, Al
has filed reports to the Bluebird

continued

to take much credit but he’s made
a big difference through BBRP
contributing to community/citizen
science efforts long before it became cool! Al’s efforts have been
a labor of love. He acknowledges
that any success would not have
happened without support by the
BBRP.
Al in his BBRP hat.

Photo from the Askov
American newspaper
1987.

Recovery Program. Last summer
around his home, he proudly
tended to 14 pairs of houses that
fledged 13 bluebirds (low number
due to less habitat). He’s not one

Reminder to Map Your Trails,

-------------------------Thanks, Al for your support! We
hope that Al’s story is an inspiration for others to join the Program.

by Loren “Murph” Murphy

the trail down for now, but we are
sure some may have been
missed.

Kevin D. Oldridge age 59 of
Mankato, MN, who died suddenly
this year, had been a dedicated
blue birder. I helped Kevin many
years ago set up his trail and gave
him 24 nest boxes that were taken
down off an old 35E trail. He had
made a few location changes over
the years, but I remembered a few
of the locations. I felt responsible
for the trail after he died and with
no one watching them. I went over
to help his son Kevin J. and his
young son Marvin, who also remembered a few locations, take

The reason for this message is,
make a map of your trail locations,
making sure someone has it available when your time is up. We
never know when that can be.
I have my Bluebird and Wood
Duck Trail marked in a county plat
book and hope it isn’t needed for
a long time.
Rest in Peace Kevin, Murph

Expo Survey
With all the Covid uncertainty the Bluebird Recovery Program board would like to ask you for your help in
planning a 2021 Expo conference.
On our website is this link https://bbrp.org/2021-expo-help-us-plan/ which will take you to our secure website where we'd like you to complete a survey questionnaire, the answers to which will help us plan and execute a successful 2021 Expo.
Your entries will be completely anonymous, we will only be capturing the answers to the questions. Please
only complete the survey once as we'd like the results to be as accurate as possible. If you already responded to the email sent earlier you need not do anything more.
Thank you for helping us plan and we hope to see you at our 2021 Expo!
The BBRP Board
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Public Lands Nest Box Program 2020-21 Applications Still Open
At a fall 2019 BBRP board meeting we reinstated the nest box program for public lands that had been dormant for a
few years. The board authorized funding to award up to 100 nest boxes per year to qualifying applicants. Applications
are accepted until the end of February each year, with awards being made and boxes distributed each March.
For the 2019-20 application period we received 9 applications, 8 of which met the program qualifications and all 100
nest boxes were granted in 2020. The boxes were given to 5 state parks from central Minnesota to the southeastern
corner of the state, one to a south metro city for their park’s bluebird trail program, one to a county historical society
and one to Camp Ripley in Morrison County. These 8 organizations have been maintaining bluebird trails for an average of 13 years; they had an average of 35 nest boxes and 1 to 10 volunteers doing weekly trial monitoring. They all
stated their aging trails were in need of nest box replacement.
We have already begun to receive applications for the 2020-21 granting period which closes on February 28, 2021.
The program requirements and an application form can be found on the BBRP website, www.bbrp.org, under the
heading ‘Public Lands Nest Box Program’. Questions about the program can be sent to info@bbrp.org.

North American Bluebird Society
We encourage members of BBRP to also become members of the North American Bluebird Society (NABS).
NABS was founded in 1978 by Dr. Lawrence Zeleny (1904-1995). As a youth growing up in Minnesota, he became interested in birds, especially bluebirds. Even before entering high school in the late 1910s, Zeleny was
building bluebird nesting boxes, utilizing a design put out by the Department of Agriculture. Dr. Zeleny, during his
30-year career as a biochemist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, noticed a decline in the numbers of
bluebirds. After his retirement in 1965 he began a decades long crusade to save the bird. He promoted bluebird
conservation through hundreds of talks and articles in many periodicals. Larry, with the support of his wife, Olive
dedicated much of his life to providing nestboxes and managing bluebird trails in the Maryland/Washington D.C.
area.
NABS’ core mission is education, conservation and research, to mirror the life of Dr. Zeleny. His book, “The
Bluebird: How You Can Help Its Fight for Survival” is a testament to what he called, the “symbol of love, hope
and happiness,” the bluebird.
From the beginning, the NABS Board of Directors had mandated a place for all native cavity-nesting birds in the
scope of NABS’ work. The three species of bluebirds (Eastern, Western, and Mountain) may have been the
“banner birds,” but all native cavity nesters were to be protected and their welfare promoted. The Society’s logo
is a juvenile bluebird, signifying all three bluebird species, perched near a nest box.
Your annual membership in NABS will help to support bluebird conservation, research and education. The quarterly Bluebird journal is one of the many benefits of membership.
The cost is $25 for a subscribing single membership, $40 for a supporting membership, and various levels
above that.
You can join online at:
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/membership/

New Members
Jonathan Trudell
Renay Leone
Virginia Kearney
Frank and Susan Weaver
Jordan DeRudder

John Ferm
Tom Cody
Jason Klegg
Cindy Ley
Heather Paulson

Edward Bohrer
Polly and Lee Scotland
Michael Medford

We have not listed new members for quite a few issues and with our new system we can only list new members from
the last quarter. Sorry if any new members were missed during the transition to our new system. We will be better
moving forward.
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Teri & Steve Brown Photographs
Teri and Steve Brown are BBRP members and support the bluebird efforts in Wabasha county, as they live in
rural Lake City. Teri is the one who cares for their houses, monitoring them every other day or so, and Steve
is the photographer. They’ve been successful attracting and eventually fledging many birds and find this to be
a very rewarding summer activity. Getting close enough to photograph them is another story but Steve says
he keeps trying new approaches and here are some of his photos.

Key Factors to Selecting a Bluebird Nestbox Location
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BBRP Awards
We usually present awards at our annual Expo. With the cancellation of this year’s Expo and other issues,
we recently got caught up in getting plaques made and distributed to our most recent winners. “Bluebirder
of the Year 2018” went to Gary and Barbara Drentlaw of Northfield. “Bluebirder of the Year 2019” went to
Brianna Frisch of Minnieska. This is awarded to the person with the greatest percentage of fledglings per location that nesting season. The Dick Peterson Award is not necessarily awarded every year. It is given to
someone who has done outstanding work helping bluebirds and BBRP. It was awarded this last year to
Marilyn Suter. Besides monitoring trails on 3 different golf courses, she has worked at many of our Expos at
the sales booth, and as a board member she spearheaded BBRP’s efforts to become an independent 501
(c) (3) and is currently our treasurer.
We offer our congratulations and thanks to all three winners!
P.S. We are still trying to track down a few early award winners. The “Bluebirder of the Year” Award was
started in 2003 and was won by Carrol Johnson, but we are not sure who won the award in 2004, 2005, or
2006.

Editor’s Notes
2020 Fledging Numbers
At the last board meeting Wally Swanson gave us the fledging totals received so far: 10,209 total, of which
9,446 were from Minnesota. Some usual reporting sites with substantial numbers had not yet submitted reports. Final totals will be listed in the Winter newsletter. Last year’s total for Minnesota was 9603.
Children’s Book on Bluebirds
Ran across a book that would be a great present for a young reader.
My Happy year, by E. Bluebird (A nature diary), by Paul Meisel. Holiday House, c2019
"An Eastern Bluebird narrates a chipper account of her first year, from
blind and helpless hatchling to fearful fledgling to full-grown adult . . .
with a brief, friendly journal-style text accompanied by equally uncluttered and appealing digitally enhanced paintings in sumptuous colors.
Both text and art provide a close-up look at the bird’s growth, behaviors (including seasonal migration), diet, threats, and habitat. The illustrated front and back endpapers are filled with more detailed
information about the species, a migration/habitat map, a glossary,
information on how to build a bluebird house, and suggested websites."
—The Horn Book
Grade level: Preschool – 3
Error in Summer Newsletter
On the bottom of Page 4 of the printed newsletter some copy was cut off at the bottom of the page. The text
was there on the emailed newsletter but was missing from the printed version that was mailed out. My
apologies for this error. It was the follow-up on Maxine Sheldon’s nest boxes. The last line should have read
“Maxine was devoted to bluebirds and the environment despite her infirmity, and she will be missed in our
neighborhood.”
BBRP on Facebook
If you are on Facebook, check out our Facebook Page!
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S.E. Minnesota Bluebird Notes
This is a great time of the year to make improvements on your bluebird trail.
Move or remove boxes that failed to produce fledglings for you this past year.
One of my goals for my 35 site trail is to have every site produce at least one brood during the bluebird season.
A personal note: 33 of my 35 sites accomplished this goal in 2020.
Look for new areas to install boxes for the 2021 season. I have already found a couple of potential spots to
expand in. A goal for every bluebirder should be to improve their trail each year.
Good Luck to everyone in 2021.
Mike Jeresek, Fillmore and Houston County Coordinator
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Need help or have suggestions? Call your County Coordinator!
If you are an active bluebirder, and would like to donate some of your time to help others help the bluebirds, the
BBRP is looking for more county coordinators. If interested, contact Carrol Johnson, State Coordinator, at
507-664-9433 or mnbluebirder@hotmail.com for more information.
AITKIN
Steve Gilbertson
Aitkin
218-927-1953

Marlys Shirley
Farmington
952-469-3510
gshirley@frontiernet.net

ANOKA
Jeanne Wilkinson
Anoka
763-229-9972
jgwilk@comcast.net

FILLMORE
Mary Bailey
Chatfield
507-867-9918

BELTRAMI
Jim Humeniuk
Bemidji
218-766-1390
jimhum59@gmail.com

Mike Jeresek
Rushford
507-864-2573
san@acegroup.cc

BENTON
Bob & Sandy Rajkowski
Rice
320-393-2909

GOODHUE
Steve Malecha
Cannon Falls
507-581-4383

CARLTON
Steve Gilbertson
Aitkin
218-927-1953

HENNEPIN
John Hauser
Bloomington
952-831-8132
jgshauser@gmail.com

CROW WING
Mary Kalinowski
Baxter
218-829-5297
marydee@brainerd.net
DAKOTA
David Schmidt
Inver Grove Heights
651-457-9195

HOUSTON
Mike Jeresek
Rushford
507-864-2573
san@acegroup.cc

HUBBARD
Ron Jensen
Park Rapids
218-732-4205
marycbluebird@gmail.com
jenspr@unitelc.com

Bob Hursh
Edina
952-334-5084

ITASCA
Rick Blake
Grand Rapids
218-327-3303
KANABEC
Steve Gilbertson
Aitkin
218-927-1953
LAKE
Beth Urban
Ely
218-365-5047
LE SUEUR
Bruce Smisek
Montgomery
507-364-8966

LYON
Paul Rasmussen
Russell
507-823-4731

Fern & Ken Vesledahl
Nerstrand
507-645-8610

Rita Engels
Ghent
507-428-3554

SCOTT
David Schmidt
Inver Grove Heights
651-457-9195

RAMSEY
George Brown
Ramsey
651-245-2435
g.r-b.jr@comcast.net

WABASHA
Carol & Dale Nibbe
Lake City
651-345-2410

dendroica55@gmail.com

WASHINGTON
David Morgan
Stillwater
MORRISON
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com 651-430-2427
Mike & Kelly Fulford
Leadrsheep@aol.com
Little Falls
SHERBURNE
612-581-6400
Jan Wallin
George Brown
mike@oliverspoint.com
Zimmerman
Ramsey
763-442-4390
651-245-2435
OLMSTED
g.r-b.jr@comcast.net
Mary Bailey
ST. LOUIS
Chatfield
Beth Urban
507-867-9118
WINONA
Ely
marycbluebird@gmail.com
Brianna Frisch
218-365-5047
Minnieska
POPE
507-459-4829
SWIFT
Barb Mulvaney
bri_kruse@hotmail.com
Bill Hoberg
Glenwood
Benson
320-278-3763
320-843-3988
mulvaney@tds.net
WRIGHT

montgomerysodco@gmail.com

Pete Meyer
Mound
952-472-7449

schmidt_dw@yahoo.com

fvesledahl@outlook.com

WASECA
Wally Swanson
Waterville
507-362-8760

RICE
Ben Bartusek
Carrol Johnson
New Prague
Northfield
952-758-3398
507-664-9433
bartusek@bevcomm.net

mnbluebirder@hotmail.com

WADENA
Paul Sailer
Wadena
218-631-4401
josiemae@wcta.net

Mary A Swenson
Monticello
763-516-1074
maranswen@aol.com

Photo by Doris Glander

BBRP Board Members
Brianna Frisch (Membership)
Minnieska, MN
507-459-4829
bri_kruse@hotmail.com

David Schmidt (Board Chair)
Inver Grove Heights, MN
651-457-9195
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com

Wally Swanson (Annual Report)
Waterville, MN
507-380-4106
dendroica55@gmail.com

Carrol Johnson (State Coordinator)
Northfield, MN
C-507-649-0126 H-507-664-9433
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com

Michael Sandberg (Secretary)
Faribault, MN
507-210-1519
pa.sandberg3409@gmail.com

Virginia Windschitl (Newsletter)
Farmington, MN
651-463-8056
edbbnews@outlook.com

Jeanie Mortenson
(lExpo Chair)
Faribault, MN
507-332-7003
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com

Marlys and Glen Shirley
Farmington, MN
952-469-3510
gshirley@frontiernet.net

Karah Bausch Olson
Minneapolis, MN
612-819-0944
Karah.Bausch@target.com

Marilyn Suter
Farmington, MN
C-651-900-4335
Zsuit1@frontier.com

Photo by Doris Glander
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Upcoming Events

Upcoming Bluebird
Informational meetings

Dec. 21
This first day of astronomical winter, the winter
solstice, we receive only 25 percent of the solar
Aug. 29, 30,
31, Information
BoothJune
- Rice County
Steam & Gas Grounds—Dundas, MN (1
intensity
we
had on
21.
mile South of Northfield, MN on Hiway 3). Contacts: Rice Co. Coors—Carrol Johnson, (507)

Our Mission:
“To encourage, inspire, educate and
assist individuals and organizations to
become actively involved in the
restoration and preservation efforts to
sustain a healthy and expanding
population of bluebirds and other
native cavity nesters.”

664-9433 or Keith Radel (507)334-2491
Sept 20, 21- ”Goods from the Woods” Info Booth and program—”How to attract Bluebirds and

Dec. 25
Keep them Safe” - IRA Civic Center, Grand Rapids,
MN—Contact:
Keith Radel, State Coor.,
Photo
by
(507)210-0961
Doris
Merry
Christmas!
Sept 27—12:30 pm—SE MN Bluebirders PotluckGlander
Picnic—Groen Park, Chatfield, MN—

www.bbrp.org

(Directions from only stoplight in Chatfield, 3rd & Main; Go South on 3rd to Groen Park on
left. Barbeques and refreshments furnished. Please bring a dish to pass, salad, hot dish, or dessert, Door Prizes! Awards! Come join the fun and share your Bluebird stories!. Contact: Mary
Suttinger, Olmsted Co. Coor, (507)867-9118.

Dec. 31
FinalOctdeadline
for
2020
11– 5:30 pm, Rice &
SteeleNest
Co Potluck Reports
Picnic– River Bend for
Nature Center,
1000 Rustad
Road, Faribault (SE corner of Faribault), Barbeques and beverages furnished, bring a salad, hot
dish or dessert to pass, Door Prizes! Awards! Share the fun and your stories! Contacts: Loren
season.
“Murph” Murphy (507)334-7958 and Keith Radel (507)334-2491.

Only current BBRP paid members continue
to receive the newsletter. Please check the
expiration date of your current
membership on the address label.

Oct 27—7:00 pm—Information Mtg for Lakes Area Birding Club, Detroit Lakes, MN, City
Library at corner of Washington and Frazee. Contact: Bruce Besse, Club President, (218)847Jan. 1,
17112021
Oct 30—7:00
pm, a
Information
Meeting,
Rochesterand
Community
Comm.
Wishing
you
happy
year
a Education,
greatNorthrup
nesting
Ed. Ctr., 201 8th St NW, Rochester, MN. Contact: Lisa Storey, Olmsted Co. Coor. ((507)5298082.
season!

Submit articles, trail tips or
pictures to:
editor@bbrp.org
General Information about BBRP:
April 18, 2009—State Bluebird Conference!! Location TBD
info@bbrp.org
Thank you to everyone who wrote articles, provided photographs or helped with the mailing of this publication
the Bluebird News.
Or call: of952-469-2054

